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ASS Aro 
FOR PRESERVING | 
LIBERTY AN PROPERTY 


AGAINST 


REPUBLICANS AND LEFVELLERS. 


At a MEETING of GENTLEMEN at the CROWN 


AND ANCHOR TAVERN, November 20, 1792, 
oN REEVES, Eq. in the Chair, 


The following CONSIDERATIONS and RESOLUTI 


into and agreed upon : 


 F\ONSIDERING the danger to which the Public Peace and Order are expoſed 
5 6 by the circulating of miſchievous Opinions, founded upon plauſible but falſe 
reaſoning; and that this circulation is principally carried on by the induſtry of 
Clubs and Societies of various denominations in many parts of the Kingdom: 


ONS were entered 


It appears to us, That it is now become the duty of all Perſons, who wiſh well 
to their Native Country, to endeayour, in their ſeveral neighbourhoods, to prevent 
the ſad effects of ſuch miſchievous induſtry ; and that it would greatly tend to 


promote theſe good endeavours, if 'Societies were formed in different parts of the 


Kingdom, whoſe object ſhould be to ſupport the Laws, to ſuppreſs ſeditious Pub- 


lications, and to defend our Perſons and Property againſt the innovations and de- 


predations that ſeem to be threatened by thoſe who maintain the miſchievous opi- 
nions before alluded to. FI 


Theſe opinions are conveyed in the terms—he Rights of Man Liberty and Equality 
— No King—No Parliament—and others of the like import; all of them, in the ſenſe 
impoſed on them, expreſſing ſentiments in direct oppoſition to the Laws of this 


Land, and ſome of them ſuch as are inconſiſtent with the well-being of Society 
under any laws whatſoever. og CEE | 


It appears to us, the tendency of theſe Opinions is, that we are voluntarily to 
ſurrender every thing we now poſſeſs; our Religion and our Laws; our civil Go- 
vernment and Civil Society; and that we are to truſt to the formation of ſomething 
New, upon the principles of Equality, and under the auſpices of ſpeculative men, 
who have conceived ideas of perfection that never yet were known in the World: 
And it appears, that the Miſſionaries of this Sect are aiming at effecting the Over- 


throw of the preſent Syſtem of Government and Society, by infuſing into the minds 


of ignorant men cauſes of diſcontent 0 aſs to their various ſtations ; ſome of which 
cautes are wholly imaginary, and the reſt are ſuch as inſeparably belong to civil life; 


have exiſted, and ever will exiſt, under all Forms of Government; cannot be removed 
by any change, and wi 


change propoſed. 


Il be aggravated and multiplied, a hundred. fold, by the : 


| 
| 


4 4 5 


It appears from Hiſtory and Obſervation, that the inequality of rank and fortune 
in this happy Country, is more the reſult of every man's own exertions, than of 


any controuling inſtitution of the State. Men become great, who have greatly 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the application of talents natural or acquired. Men 
become rich, who have perſevered with induſtry in the application to Trade and 


Commerce, to Manufactures, and other uſeful employments. How many perſons 


now of great rank and fortune, who were born without either! How many rich 


Merchants and Traders who begun their career in the loweit employments of the 


chop and counting-houſe! 
S 42\ 


In the progreſs to this advancement they have all, in their ſtations, contributed 


their ſhare toward the ſhow of opuicnce, both public and private, which is to be 
leen in every part of this Iſland. It is, by the effecks of this induſtry, that the 
Gentleman is enabled to ſupport his rank and ſtation z and the Merchant and Tradel- 
man to employ his Clerks, Journeymen, and Apprentices. Hence comes the 


price of the Farmer's corn, and the wages of Servants of every deſcription. By 
this happy Inequality, and dependence of one man on another, employment is found” 


tor all, in their ſeveral vocations to which they have been called by deſign or acci- 
dent. This Incquality and dependence is fo infinitely diverſified in this country, 
that there is no place upon earth where there are lo many ways, in which a man 


by his talents and induitry may raiſe himſelf above his equals. This has hitherto © 


been thought a pre- eminent happineſs that was peculiar to ourſelves, and ought to 
be cheriſhed : it has been aſcribed to the protecting influence which Property has 
always enjoyed under equal Laws; and it has increaſed of late years in a wonder- 
tul degree, by the proſperity which was cauſed, and can only be continued by the 


lame influencſwee. | 5 e 

We are, upon the fulleſt deliberation, of opinion, that propoſing to pull down 
this goodly fabric, which has been gradually reared by the ſuccelſſive virtue and 
in-luitry of all the great and good men who have lived in this Hland for centuries, 


** > 


and to ſubmit to begin afreſh upon a new ſyſtem of Zquality, as it is called, ſeems 
a propoſition that can be ſuggeſted only by the moſt unditguiſed wickedneſs, and 
entertained by the grofleſt folly. | | gs | | 


Becaulc, if ſo wild a plan was to be carried into execution, and all men were 


made equal, they would from that moment begin to ſtruggle, WEO ſhould firſt rite 


above his equals; and it is beyond all queſtion, if chere was any induſtry, or any 
virtue; if there was peace, and public proſperity ; if there was private happinets 


and public, in ſuch new-formed Society, there would gradually ariſe an Inequality | 


of Rank and Fortune. 


| We foreſee, from recent experiment in a neighbouring country, that in the 
operation of bringing to paſs ſuch a tranſition, the lives and properties of all 


perſons in this Iſland would be expoſed to the arbitrary diſpoſal of ſelf- opinionated 


Philoſophers, and a wild and needy Mob, deluded and inftigated by them; that 


with the introduction of Equality in Rank and Fortune, an expectation would 
be raifed in the Lower Orders, which muſt firſt be gratified with plunder, and 


_ afterwards would fink into a ſtate of diſappointment and abje& poverty. When 


all were equalized, there would no longer be a ſuperfluity to pay the hire of 


Servants, or purchaſe the productions of Art or Manufacture; no Commerce, no 
Credit; noretource for the active, but in robbery, and in all thoſe public diſorders 
which make life miſerable. Thus would the preſent generation be certainly ruined ; 
that which 1s to follow could not propoſe to itſelf a remedy, but in purſuing the 
fame Arts of Peace which had been ſo capriciouſly abandoned; and the more they 
' proſpered in that purſuit, the more they would contribute to reproduce the 
Inequality which had been before condemned and exploded. Where then are the 
| Bleflings of this Reform, and to what purpoſe is miſery to be brought on the preſent 


Generation? | SET | | 1 55 
It is with grief we ſee that in a neighbouring country the carrying into practice 
of this wild doctrine of Equality and the Rights of Man, has already produced 


- theſe evils, and others ten thouſand times greater. It is not yet publicly known, 
nor can it enter into the gentle heart of a BRITox to conceive, the number of 


atrocious crimes againſt God and Man, that have been committed in ſupport of theſe 
opinions. Murders and aflaffinations have been deliberately planned, and juſtified 
by ſome of thete pretended philoſophers, as the means to attain their ends of 


reform. With all their pretences and promiſes, they have proceeded to violate 


every 
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every right, Civil. and Natural, that ſhould have been obſerved towards their 
Equals;—the people, who have only changed their maſters, groan under new 
tyranniesof which they never heard or dreamed; and are ſubjected to the chaſtiſement 
of one deſperate leader after another. The exceſſes of theſe ruffian Demagogues 
have no bounds; they have already ſurpaſſed the wildeſt phrenzics of Fanaticiſm, 
Superſtition, and Enthufiaſm ; plundering and murdering at home, and propagating, 
+4... their opinions by the ſword in foreign countries; —impolture, fallacy, falſehood, and 
By bloodſhed:;;—their philoſophy is the idle talk of Schoolboys ; and their actions are 
e the ſavage ferociouſneſs of wild beaſts. | | 


Such are the nere /ights and the falſe philoſophy of our pretended Reformers ; and 
ſuch the effects they have produced, where, alone, they have unfortunately been : 
tried. But, however theſe poor pretences may have impoſed on the underftand- 
ings of men, in a neighbouring country, bred in 1gnorance, oppreſſion, and po- 
verty, they can have no influence on the good ſenſe and gravity of Britons, who 
have been uſed to the enjoyment of true Liberty, and every day feel the bleſſings 
of abundance derived from a productive induſtry, protected by Equal Laws, and 
a free Government. It is well known, that thoſe who are virtuous and honeſt have 
many more means of acquiring eaſe and comfort, wealth and diſtinction, and in 
a ſuperior degree, in this country than in any other ;—it is well known, that we 
already poſſeſs, and have long poſſeſſed, really and truly That which the pretended 
| Reformers would perſuade ignorant people they alone can beſtow, It has been the 
pride of Bxiroxs to boaſt of their Liberty and Property; and although theſe viſionary 
Reformers have choſen to ſubſtitute the notion of Equality in the place of the latter, 
it is truſted there are enough who know too well the value of their Property, ac- 
_ quired under the influence of true Liberty, to ſurrender it in exchange for an empty 
name. It is well known, and we feel it daily, that we have as much of theſe pre- 
tended new inventions, as is neceſſary and convenient for a well-ordered Society. 
Every one has all the Rights of Man that leave him at liberty to do good to himſelf 
and his neighbour, and (what is worth conſidering) to protect his perſon and pro- 
perty againſt open or ſecret plunderers. He has as much of Eqzaliry as one man can 
pPioſſeſs without diminiſhing the Equality of his neighbour. We are told by our 
Religion (for We have a Religion), that we are 10 do unto all men as we would that 
| men ſhould do unto us; and this is realized to us by the firm adminiſtration of the 
j Law; which ſuffers no injury to go without a remedy, and atfords a remedy equally 
[22 to the proudeſt and the pooreſt. -- t. z) „%%%; KEY 
Such are The Rights of Man; ſuch The Liberty and Equality which we have long 
enjoyed; under theſe we have lived and proſpered, both in public and private, be- 
yond the example of any country; and to maintain them, as they are, unimpaired 
by the fancies cf Pedant-Politicians, or the rude hands of Kuffian Levellers, every 
| TRUE BRITON ought to ſhed his blood. EF os Ons Ns 
| | | Imprefied with thefe ſentiments in favour of our happy Fſtabliſhment, and alarm- 
ed by the miſchievous endeavours, that are now uſing by wicked men, to miſlead 
the uninformed, and to ſpirit up the diſcontented by furniſhing them with plauſible 
| | topics, . tending to the ſubverſion of the State, and incompatible with all Govern- 
| ment what{oever : RE oa Ce oi „ | 
| ue do, as private men, unconnected with any Party or deſcription of perſons at 
| home, taking no concern in the ſtruggles at this moment making abroad, but moſt 
teriouſly anxious to preſerve the true Liberty, and unexampled proſperity we hap- 
pily enjoy in this kingdom, think it expedient and necefiary to form ourlelves into 
an ASS9CIATION forthe purpole of diſcouraging, in every way that lies in our power, 
the progreſs of ſuch nefarious deſigns as are meditated by the wicked and ſenſeleſs 
Reformers of the preſent time; and we do hereby reſolve, and declare as follows: 
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FißsT1— That the perſons preſent at this Meeting do become a Society for diſ— 
couraging and ſuppreſſing Seditious Publications, tending to diſturb the Peace of 
this Kingdom, and for ſupporting a due execution of the Laws made for the pro- - 
icction of perſons and property. | | 


\ - SECONDLY—T hat this Society do uſe iis beſt endeavours occaſionally to explain 
thoſe topics of public diſcuſſion which have been fo perverted by evil-dehgning men, 
and to ſhew, by irrefragable preot, that they are not applicable to the State of this 

Country, that they can produce no gocd, and certainly naiſt produce great evil. 
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j 4 | 3 TDI That this Society ul receive with Seat thanks all | communications 
„ | = TAE) that ſhall be made to it for the above purpoſes. 5 e 


TT „ Fon ton Cher! it be recommend to all thoſe, who are Hes} to the TSR : 
* 1 iſhed Law, and to peaceable Society, to form themſelves, in their different neighs 
P | | aue into ſimilar Societies for promoting the ſame laudable Furpoles:.. 


4 FP FiermLy— That this Society do meet at this place or clfembere, every rena 5 A ary | 
Tnunspar, and SATURDAY. . 5 


S1xTHL 1— That theſe Conſiderati 28] 1 be e in al bo cpublic 
Papers, and otherwiſe circulated into all parts of the Kingdom 48 } 
| {1 By Order of the Se 12 5 ; ; . 
-þ 5 5 * als MOORE, Ska 


N. B. All Letters and Communications are requeſted to be addfefſed to 1 
Secretary at this place. 
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